
INSTITUTIONAL DECLARATION ON THE USE OF ANIMALS IN SCIENTIFIC EXPERIMENTATION  

In the world we currently live in, any country wishing to define itself as developed requires a 
robust, strong and reliable research system enabling it to firmly position itself as a driving force 
of the global economy. For a research system to be strong, it is necessary to ensure that its 
public and private research centres and institutions head the development of research in the 
territory, as well as beyond it.  

As for Catalonia, the first Law of the Spanish State, Law 5/1995 on the protection of animals 
used for animal experimentation and other scientific purposes, was approved on 21 June 1995. 
It was a pioneering Law within the State that reflected the feeling around Europe, as was 
clearly indicated in the European Convention dated 18 March 1986 for the protection of 
vertebrate animals used for experimental and other scientific purposes.  

Bearing in mind that research in the area of health sciences has to use animals, mechanisms 
were put in place to ensure that there would be a regulation in the Spanish State concerning 
the welfare of animals subject to experimentation. The Spanish State therefore fulfilled the 
above in 2013 by approving RD 53/2013, which remains in force.  

It is thus not currently possible to conceive the use of animals in experimentation for scientific 
purposes without constantly taking Ethics and Animal Welfare into consideration. It is in this 
regard that transparency concerning the use of animals in experimentation acquires greater 
relevance, as it enables society as a whole to be constantly aware of the science performed in 
the country and the treatment given to the animals that form part of the research.  

As its contribution to the above, in an attempt to guarantee its fulfilment thereof, the IRTA 
(INSTITUTE OF AGRI-FOOD RESEARCH AND TECHNOLOGY) institutionally declares that it 
adheres to the Agreement on Transparency in Animal Experimentation proposed by the COSCE 
(Confederation of Scientific Societies of Spain) in partnership with the EARA (European Animal 
Research Association), undertaking to comply with the commitments indicated in the 
proposed Agreement:  

1. To speak clearly about when, how and why animals are used in research.  
2. To provide the media and the general public with adequate information on the 

conditions in which research requiring the use of animal models is conducted and the 
results obtained from it.  

3. To promote initiatives to generate greater knowledge and understanding of the use of 
animals in scientific research within society.  

4. 4. To report on the progress made and to pool experiences on an annual basis. 


